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during the first half of 1935, temporarily becoming an adverse
balance during May and April; the second half of the year saw
an improvement despite the effect of the sanctions. The diminution
of exports was mainly attributable to the increasing stringency
of import regulations in various countries. During 1935 there
was an increase in the sea-borne trade of Poland. The combined
turnover of Polish ports amounted to nearly 13 million tons, of
which upwards of seven and a half millions fell to Gdynia,
the port showing itself more and more to be one of the great
national institutions of the country. The town had enlarged its
boundaries by taking in the nearby villages, and its population
had grown to 80,000.
President Moscicki, replying at a reception he held on New Year's
Day, 1936, to an address from Cardinal Marmaggi, the doyen
of the Diplomatic Corps, said that Poland was and would always
be dominated by Pilsudski, who had forged her raison d'etat,
free from abstract doctrines but based on certain immutable
principles. At the moment Moscicki was speaking there was a
short breathing space in the European crisis following the failure
of the Hoare-Laval plan. The Parliament resumed on January 8,
and the Seym Commission proceeded to discuss the Budget
in detail, but the foreign situation could not be long ignored.
On January 9 attention was called disconcertingly in Poland to
a resolution passed by the Supreme Council of the League of
Poles in Germany, an organization representing upwards of a
million Poles living within the Reich, stating that notwithstanding
the Ten-years Pact relations between Germany and the Polish
Minority had become worse, and protesting to Hitler himself
against the steps taken to Germanize it, despite official promises
that Germanization activities would be stopped. On January 14
the Polish Government, under a new decree, intimated it would
take such retaliatory steps as it might think necessary to defend
the interests of the Polish State and Polish citizens in international
relations* The decree was in the first place aimed at countries

